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Her

worship
perhaps
reflects a
period of
sexual
commun-
ism.

conception   of such   a   Mother   Goddess   dates,   as   seems
probable, from a time when the institution of marriage was
either unknown or at most barely tolerated as an immoral
infringement of old  communal  rights, we  can  understand
both why the goddess herself was regularly supposed to be
at once unmarried and unchaste, and why her worshippers
were obliged to imitate her more or less completely in these
respects.    For had she been a divine wife united to a divine
husband, the natural counterpart of their union would have
been  the  lawful  marriage of men  and women, and  there
would have been no need to resort to a system of prostitu-
tion or promiscuity in order to effect those purposes which,
on the principles of homoeopathic magic, might in that case
have been as well or better attained by the legitimate inter-
course   of  the   sexes   in   matrimony.      Formerly, perhaps,
every woman was obliged to submit at least once in her life
to the exercise of those marital rights which at a still earlier
period had theoretically belonged in permanence to all the
males of the tribe.    But in course of time, as the institution
of individual  marriage grew  in  favour, and  the  old com-
munism fell more and more into discredit, the revival of the
ancient practice even for a single occasion in a woman's life
became   ever  more  repugnant to  the  moral  sense  of the
people, and accordingly they resorted to various expedients
for   evading   in   practice   the   obligation   which   they  still
acknowledged in theory.    One of these evasions was to let
the woman offer her hair  instead of her person ; another
apparently was  to  substitute  an  obscene  symbol  for the
obscene act.1    But while the majority of women thus con-
trived to observe the forms of religion without  sacrificing
their virtue, it was still  thought  necessary to  the general
welfare that a certain number of them should discharge the
old obligation in the  old way.    These became prostitutes
either for life or for a term of years at one of the temples:
dedicated to the service of religion, they were invested with
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